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SMITH\GreenHealth Firm Profile

Design Team

SMITH\GreenHealth Consulting, LLC is a landscape architecture consulting practice based in Columbus, 

Ohio that focuses on sustainable sites, therapeutic landscapes and campus master planning.

 “We see human health and well being as a part of, not apart from, the

 sustainability equation in the Green Movement, particularly in environments

 where the known benefits of nature play such an important role in positive

 health outcomes.”

   – Jerry Smith, FASLA, Owner and Principal, SMITH\GreenHealth.

Jerry Smith, FASLA, LEED AP – Principal in Charge

Brian Ashworth, MLA – Landscape Designer
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Hennis Care Centers of OhioBolivar Campus

The Hennis Care Centres of Ohio in Bolivar is a 99-bed skilled nursing facility that has been family 

owned and operated by the Hennis family for three generations. Built in 2004, the Bolivar campus 

is located on a previously greenfield site on the edge of town and is bordered by both residential 

development and existing farmland. Future expansion is being planned for three Small House 

models of care for more independent care residents.

The goal for this master plan is to create a more therapeutic environment for residents and staff, 

increasing both physical and visual access to nature. Gateways, walkways, garden areas and 

greenspace will all be reviewed and assessed for hardscape and landscape improvements. Seating 

areas with shade will be designed to encourage outdoor usage for exercise and outdoor respite. 

Outdoor gathering spaces will be assessed for access, safety and ease of circulation, wayfinding 

and landscaping.

Improving the therapeutic and rehabilitative environment will be the outcome of this planning 

study, which will identify individual projects to be implemented over time. The overall campus 

will be assessed for beauty and sense of pride for residents and staff. Hennis Care Centres of Ohio 

has determined that these site improvements will be representative of the quality of care that is 

provided at the Dover and Bolivar campuses.

Introduction
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Gateway and Arrival
• An established identity and ‘curb appeal’ offers a sense of pride and security for the residents 

and their families, and clear wayfinding reduces stress and confusion for family and visitors.

• The Gateway and Arrival Project addresses the visitors ‘first impression’ of the Bolivar Campus.  

The Gateway should express not only a Welcome mat to the community and to the arriving 

visitor, but also provide a sense of community establishment, permanence and home.  

• The scope of this project would include a monument sign, suggest in the form of a low brick 

wall with the HCC name and logo, ala the Dover facility metal letters on brick wall.  A mix 

of evergreen, broadleaf evergreen and perennial foundation shrub plantings with seasonal 

annuals and flowering trees should be signature for Main Gateway entrance into the campus. 

• The Arrival sequence part of this project would include tree planting along the drive and 

parking areas that would frame views of the building entrance canopy upon arrival.  Additional 

vegetative screening of the service building and new staff and Small House parking area would 

also be included. 

• Concrete sidewalks will be added to the adjacent curbs of both sides of the Visitor Parking 

lot and leading to the front door and connecting walkway path system, with appropriate ADA 

ramps.  A low retaining wall will be required on the SW corner of the facility adjacent to the 

parking lot, in order to allow for grade elevations on the walk to meet code.

• Shade trees will frame the views along the arrival sequence and walkway paths to the 

entrance canopy, with open canopy type trees, such as Gleditsia Spp. (Honeylocust) with small 

ornamental trees such as Cornus or Malus spp (Dogwood or Crabapple) near the building to 

prevent screening the architecture.

Design and Construction Projects
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Service Access Drive and Loading Dock
• The Service Area project will relocate the entrance drive into the asphalt service drive/parking 

area to the west of its existing location.  The intent is to screen direct views into the service 

area from the public street. 

• The existing asphalt drive will be removed and replaced with a vegetated screen of evergreen 

and ornamental flowering trees.  The new entrance drive will be relocated at least 25’(+) to 

the west with the potential increase of new parking spaces.

Screen at Conference Room and Staff Patio
• Screening views of the mechanical equipment from the Main Conference Room is a small but 

important project.  Due to the limited space with which to work with, a decorative wood fence, 

similar to the fence at the Homestead Garden.  Garden plantings including groundcovers, 

climbing vines, perennial and annual flowering plants and a garden art object, such as a bird 

bath or sculpture would be included.

• This project would also add tall evergreen screening to the southern end of the Staff Outdoor 

Covered Patio, effectively screening the parking lot from this place of respite for staff as well 

as views from the staff dining area.  This will require replacing one parking space next to the 

Covered Patio.  New planting area adjacent to the Staff Patio should also be included in the 

improvements of this area.  

Design and Construction Projects . . .continued
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Rehabilitation Concourse
• A portion of the Wellness Walkway will be dedicated to creating walking surface conditions 

for rehabilitation therapy purposes. A variety of paving surfaces, raised curbs, ramps and 

steps will be designed to replicate walking surfaces that will be encountered outside of the 

healthcare setting. 

• Seating, shade, handrails and areas for staff observation / demonstration will be part of 

this concourse. Wheelchair, manual walker and cane-supported mobility will be part of this 

training and practice concourse. 

Wellness Walkway
• A continuous Wellness Walkway system will provide opportunities for physical exercise and 

access to nature for all residents.  Connections to the various courtyards on campus will 

encourage social interaction and physical exercise and will be a marketing selling point to 

potential new residents.  The Wellness Walk will connect the new open courtyards, created by 

the residential wings, to the campus amenities, such as the Playground, the Vegetable Garden 

and the proposed Healing Garden.

• Wooden benches and shade would be necessary as well as some low level pedestrian lighting.  

Shade trees at seating areas will provide shade and attractiveness to the campus.  These walks 

could also tie into the existing sidewalks along the public street as well. 

Design and Construction Projects . . .continued
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Central Courtyard Renovation 
• The Central Courtyard is the heart and hearth of the residential community and is connected 

and easily accessible to the main communal and social gathering spaces in the facility.  Currently 

the Central Courtyard is accessed on two sides and consists of a concrete walk with seating 

nodes and surrounds a central planting bed.  Seating and planting beds are plentiful and well 

cared for, but the space could be designed for programmed use, such as larger gathering 

space for events or therapy.  

• The center planting area could be raised and become more of a focal point or a central fountain 

could replace the center garden, with more plantings on the outer planting beds, making 

more room for active space in the Courtyard.  Regardless of design and program amendments 

to the Central Courtyard, the low central catch basin needs to be addressed and the walking 

surface leveled, shade trees need to be added and seating areas more user friendly.

Design and Construction Projects . . .continued
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Three Open Courtyards
• The Open Courtyards are existing spaces formed by the residential wings and viewed by 

the residents of the adjacent rooms.  Currently inactive, these outdoor garden rooms could 

be easily enhanced by a simple concrete walkway with benches, shade trees, foundation 

plantings and some low level lighting. The key for success is ease of access, shaded seating 

areas, views of interest and social interaction.

• These courtyards could be identified by the residential wings as their ‘backyard’ and would 

extend their sense of home from their room windows to their own outdoor garden spaces.  

The walkways would be connected to the Wellness Walk and provide opportunities for social 

interaction as well as outdoor places to relax, yet close to their rooms.  

Healing Garden
• An oasis in the lawn with groups of seating, raised cutting gardens, water feature and low-

level lighting will showcase this garden.

• Located in the east lawn area and connected to the Wellness Walk and the entrance canopy 

area, the Healing Garden will be in full view from the front porch as well as to the passers by 

on the street.  The garden can be programmed as a true Healing Garden or simply as a lovely 

seating garden area as a destination for visiting or watching children play in the schoolyard.  

Either way, it will be an amenity that will promote the example loving care that this facility 

has for its residents.

Design and Construction Projects . . .continued
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Design and Construction Projects . . .continued

Vegetable Garden 
• A planned vegetable garden will be a valuable amenity for the facility.  The residents, while 

largely unable to physically work the garden, will enjoy watching the garden grow as well as 

the work being done by others.  If programmed into the staff’s daily schedule, and not as an 

after hours chore, the staff will both benefit and look forward to the tending of the garden.  

Planning and scheduling the planting of seeds/plants throughout the growing season could 

be by the residents, as many may have been previous gardeners or farmers.  

• A raised brick planting bed will edge the north side of the existing walkway, creating 

opportunities for wheelchair access to vegetation, and providing a clean edge between the 

public walkway and the planted rows of vegetables and cutting plants. 
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Design and Construction Projects . . .continued

Homestead Garden
• Homestead Garden for Alzheimer’s and other memory impaired or mentally challenged 

residents is an important part of their lives, due to the known benefits derived from being 

in nature.   And due to the nature of these residents challenged conditions, certain design 

parameters should be closely observed, such as circuitous walking paths, identifiable 

landmarks and a sense of safety and security.

• The existing trees in the garden need to be replaced and shade trees installed to create a 

shaded and inviting environment.  The overall plantings need to be improved with a mix of 

evergreen, perennials and broadleaf flowering shrubs with supplemental seasonal annual 

flowers.   

• The layout of the paved area requires more interest and better use of the overall space.  

Again, the central catch basin dominates the level surfaces and the central planting area, and 

the inclusion of a focal or water feature would benefit the design.  A darker fence color will 

mitigate the sense of enclosure and will blend into the plantings.  Opening views to the fields 

beyond will extend the visual extension and interest of the space. 
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Design and Construction Projects . . .continued

Playground
• The playground will be provided for grandchildren and visitors of residents.  A simple collection 

of climbing and interactive outdoor play equipment be an amusement for the children and 

viewers alike.  Shaded benches for the residents and family members will encourage families 

to stay longer and interact with loved ones as they used to.  

• Located East of the Open Courtyard on the East side of the building and adjacent to the 

wellness walkway. The playground will be a wonderful amenity for residents to enjoy watching 

children play.  
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Recommended Future Projects

Small House Patio and Grill - in coordination with building construction project

• A small parking lot will be associated with the new Small House development and will serve 

as a staff parking lot. This paved lot will be accessed from the Small House entrance roadway, 

separate from the main facility entrance drive, but will provide sidewalk connections to the 

main campus Wellness Walk.

Small House Campus Plan - Schedule to be determined

• The Phase I Small House and gardens will be connected to the staff parking area. The residential 

scale and character of the facility will be maintained in the site design and landscape of the 

property. The drop-off and entrance area will be appropriate to the residential scale of the 

neighborhood and the building design will assimilate into the architecture of the community. 

A patio and grill area with shade trees and flowering planting beds will be an outdoor gathering 

space for the residents.

• Two additional Small Houses are planned for future expansion and will be sited adjacent 

to  the Phase I property and will have similar site amenities. A sense of community will be 

attained by a Wellness Walk that connects the properties and all three houses will be served 

by a large common Vegetable Garden.
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Integrated Phasing Plans by Year - Four-Year Plan

Phase 1 / Year 1
• Monument Sign Wall (2011)

• Entry and Arrival

 - Planti ngs at Gateway Arrival

 - Tree Planti ng at Parking

 - Tree Planti ng at Building/Front Pati o/Gazebo/Playground

• Service Drive and Vegetati ve Screen

 - Vegetati ve Screen at Service Area/Staff  Pati o/Mech. Area

• Walkways – All

 - Shade Trees at Walkways / Seati ng Areas

• Rehabilitati on Concourse 

 - formerly Playground area

Walkways

Mechanical Screening

Service Drive Renovati on

Monument Sign Wall

Rehabilitati on Concourse

Entry and Arrival
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Integrated Phasing Plans by Year - Four-Year Plan

Phase 2 / Year 2
• Central Courtyard Renovati on

 - Water Feature / Drainage issues

 - Raised Seatwall/Planti ng Bed

 - Paved Areas, Benches and Lighti ng

 - Central Courtyard Planti ngs

• Open Courtyards (3)

 - Planti ngs at Open Courtyards

• Raised Planti ng Bed and Vegetable Garden

 - Vegetable Garden w/ Raised Planter, Tool Shed

• Playground Area

 - Playground Shade Trees

Vegetable Garden

(1)

(2)

(3)

Playground Area

Open Courtyards (3)

Central Courtyard
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Integrated Phasing Plans by Year - Four-Year Plan

Phase 3 / Year 3
• Homestead Garden Renovati on

 - Homestead Garden Planti ngs

• Healing Garden

 - Walkways, Seatwalls, Benches

 - Lighti ng and Water Feature

 - Trees, Shrubs, Evergreens, Perennials

Healing Garden

Homestead Garden
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Integrated Phasing Plans by Year - Four-Year Plan

Open Schedule (To Be Determined)
• Small House Design

Small House
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